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CHAPTER  

1. Welcoming Addresses 

 

 

 

1.1. World Aquatics President 

 

I am delighted to welcome the Aquatics community to the World Aquatics 

Masters Championships – Kyushu 2023 which will be held in Japan from 2 

- 11 August, 2023. 

The island of Kyushu is a place of great beauty. With clean, clear seas and 

white sandy beaches, it’s a perfect area for all ages to participate in 

aquatics. Japan has a long history of success in aquatics and we are very 

grateful for Japan’s commitment to hosting both the World Aquatics 

Championships and the World Aquatics Masters Championships. 

 

On behalf of the global aquatics community, I would like to express our appreciation to the 

Organising Committee and athletes for the patience and resolve you have shown leading up to this 

event. I am sure this World Aquatics Masters Championships will prove to be worth the wait! 

It is an event which shows that no matter their age, our swimmers, water polo players, divers, 

artistic swimmers and open water swimmers remain capable of inspiring performances. With the 

three cities of Fukuoka, Kumamoto and Kagoshima hosting competitions, this will help promote 

aquatics across the generations and deliver a positive impact for everyone involved.  

 

The World Aquatics Masters Championships is our biggest event in terms of participation, with over 

10,000 athletes from 100 countries competing this year. This is 2,000 more competitors than at 

our last event, showing the growing popularity of aquatics around the world.  

I would like to express the sincere gratitude of World Aquatics to the Japanese Swimming 

Federation, the Organising Committee and to the local authorities, partners and sponsors for their 

continued support and hard work. 

To all the athletes and officials participating in the World Aquatics Masters Championships, 

please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable participation in this wonderful 

event. 

 

Husain Al-Musallam 

World Aquatics President   
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1.2. President of the Organising Committee 

 

To all aquatic sports fans world over,  

 

Hello. I am Daichi Suzuki, the President of the Organising Committee of the 

World Aquatics Championships Fukuoka 2023, and the Japan Swimming 

Federation.  

 

I am extremely proud that the World Aquatics Masters Championships 

Kyushu 2023 is held in the three cities on the Kyushu Island, Fukuoka, 

Kumamoto and Kagoshima, and I wholeheartedly welcome all participants from across the globe.  

 

The Championships’ concept of “WATER MEETS THE FUTURE” expresses the hope that all the 

participants will meet the future. The event takes aim to create the future of aquatic sports 

through innovative technology, and also create a future for the region by connecting various 

people. The goal of the Championships is to further develop the event through the course of 22 

years, from the one in 2001 that focused on “entertaining” people to the other in 2023 that 

focuses on “inspiring” people.  

 

It is indeed four years since the last World Masters Championships was held in Gwangju in 2019. 

During this time, competitions could not be held and moreover, many athletes were hardly able to 

practise to their satisfaction. I am more than delighted that the World Aquatics Masters 

Championships is held once again and that I can meet you all from across the globe.  

 

Aquatics sports is hugely popular in Japan and is something that can be enjoyed throughout 

one’s life. I sincerely hope that this event will be an opportunity for each participating athlete to 

feel the bond between diverse people and to expand one’s activities to reach a bright and 

healthy future.  

 

Lastly, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to World Aquatics and all individuals who 

have made their utmost efforts in organising this event. I truly wish that this Masters 

Championships will be a wonderful occasion where its participants can showcase to their fullest 

extent what they have accomplished through their daily training, deepen their acquaintance and 

congratulate each other on their fine performance.  

 

Daichi Suzuki 

President Organising Committee of the World Aquatics Championships Fukuoka 2023 
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1.3.1 Mayor of the Host City (Fukuoka City) 

 

To all aquatic sports fans around the world, 

 

I am Soichiro Takashima, Mayor of Fukuoka City, the host city for swimming, 

diving and open water events of the World Aquatics Masters Championships 

Kyushu 2023. 

It is a great honour for Fukuoka City to host the World Aquatics Masters 

Championships together with Kumamoto City and Kagoshima City in August 

2023. I sincerely welcome every athlete and official that will join the event 

from all over the world. 

 

After successfully hosting the first FINA World Championships in Asia in 

2001, Fukuoka has developed as a city through attracting numerous MICE events, such as the 

G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting and the Rugby World Cup 2019. 

 

Fukuoka City is renowned for being comfortable for both residents and visitors alike, with its 

major train stations, airport and port all located in a 2.5-kilometre radius, and many hotels, office 

buildings and shopping facilities in the city centre. In fact, the city enjoys a high level of 

satisfaction from its residents. As a result, the population growth of Fukuoka City ranks first 

among Japan's major cities for both population number and rate and continues to increase, 

despite the fact that the population of Japan as a whole is declining. 

 

The swimming, diving, and open water swimming events to be held in Fukuoka City will take place 

at the exact same venue as the World Aquatics Championships immediately after the event. The 

opportunity of competing in the same venues where top athletes have competed is sure to be a 

valuable experience; I hope that you will feel the atmosphere of the same venues, and I look 

forward to seeing the same exhilarating competitions as at the World Aquatics Championships. 

 

After two postponements, this year's event is finally here. Over the past few years, many sports 

events had to be cancelled or postponed. I am sure that there have been times when participants 

have been unable to compete, and in some cases, even practise at all. I am delighted that the 

World Aquatics Masters Championships, in which competitors from around the globe will take 

part, will be held after such a period of time, and I hope that this event will help to energise not 

only Fukuoka, but Kyushu, Japan, and the entire world through the power of sports. 

 

Now, everyone involved in the event is working together to prepare to welcome you all. We are 

preparing to provide an environment that ensures each and every competitor can perform at their 

best, and that allows you to enjoy Fukuoka City to the absolute fullest during your stay. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank World Aquatics, the Japan Swimming Federation, the 

Government of Japan, Fukuoka Prefecture, and every individual involved in organising this event. 

I wish each and every participants the very best of luck and success in the competition, and I 

look forward to seeing you all in Fukuoka in August 2023. 

 

Soichiro Takashima, 

Mayor of Fukuoka City & Vice President of the Organising Committee  
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1.3.2 Mayor of the Host City (Kumamoto City) 

 

Hello swimming enthusiasts around the world. 

 

My name is Kazufumi Onishi, and I am the mayor of Kumamoto City, which 

will be the Water Polo Host City for the World Aquatics Masters 

Championships Kyushu 2023. 

 

I am overjoyed to have the opportunity to host such an esteemed event 

that has given rise to many athletic records and beautiful emotions in 

Kumamoto. I speak on behalf of all the citizens of Kumamoto when I say we look forward to 

welcoming the athletes who will compete in the event. 

Even as we continue our steady progress towards restoration after the Kumamoto Earthquake, 

we are putting our full force behind protecting the health and safety of our residents as we 

partner with the national government, prefectural government, and medical institutions to 

confront the new dangers of COVID-19. 

 

As you know, we are in a time when so many events and sporting competitions have been forcibly 

cancelled or delayed. For this reason, the championships are a chance to show our respect for 

the dedication of the organising team who has laboured tirelessly and the athletes who have 

piled on practice every day while complying with infection prevention measures in the face of 

these challenges. It is my hope from the bottom of my heart that watching the fruits of this labor 

on full display and close races unfold will deepen mutual exchange and bring us all closer 

together. 

 

Kumamoto City, the members of the Masters Championships' Committee, our fellow host cities of 

Fukuoka City and Kagoshima City, and, of course, World Aquatics will continue preparing so that 

we can all see and appreciate peak condition and masterful performances. 

I pray for the success of all the athletes, and I look forward to seeing you all soon! 

 

Kazufumi Onishi, Mayor of Kumamoto City and a Committee Member 
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1.3.3. Mayor of the Host City (Kagoshima City) 

 

Hello, Aquatics enthusiasts from around the World. I am Takao 

Shimozuru, mayor of Kagoshima City.  

 

I am very pleased that Kagoshima City will host the Artistic Swimming 

competition of the World Aquatics Masters Championships Kyushu 

2023, and together with my fellow residents, I offer a heartfelt 

welcome to the athletes, staff, and all related parties who are visiting 

our city from all across the globe.    

 

Later this year in October, Kagoshima City will be hosting the 

Kagoshima National Sports Festival, the largest of such events in 

Japan. This Festival is considered as an important community-revitalisation policy, as an appealing 

sports content that contributes to the creation of lively communities. Preparations for a smooth 

hosting of the games are ongoing, and many projects, such as events and other similar activities, 

are already being implemented with the support from our residents, in order to build the momentum 

towards the Festival. 

 

Hosting the World Masters Championships under such circumstances, welcoming the athletes from 

the world over, would be opportune and deeply meaningful, as the event will not only further the 

interest our residents have in Artistic Swimming, but will also contribute to the increase of visitors 

to the city and the creation of a vibrant community through sports, which are what Kagoshima City 

aspires to achieve.  

I hope that through these Championships, Masters athletes will showcase the fruits of their daily 

training, make a leap forward and enjoy the exchange with their peers and the locals.  

 

Kagoshima City is a beautiful and diverse tourist city with bountiful nature of which the most 

famous are the active volcano Sakurajima and the calm Kinko Bay. There are other must-visit places 

here in our city, from historical and cultural sites, the Onsen (hot springs) that spring up all around 

the city, to restaurants serving Kagoshima’s exquisite cuisine, such as Kurobuta (pork from 

Kagoshima Berkshire pigs), Kuroushi (Kagoshima Wagyu beef), and Shōchū (traditional distilled 

beverage) .  

Athletes of the World Masters Championships, I hope that you will take advantage of your time to 

fully explore our beautiful city and that you will carry home with you many fond memories of your 

stay in Kagoshima, along with the triumphant achievements from your events.   

 

Kagoshima City will be fully prepared for a perfect stage where you can exhibit your best 

performance. Our maximum hospitality will for sure enthuse you and other guests from abroad and 

lead to you becoming fans of Kagoshima. It is our hope that the word “Kagoshima” will become 

global through the World Masters Championships.    

 

Masters athletes, I sincerely wish for your great success and look forward to meeting you here in 

Kagoshima City.  

 

Takao Shimozuru 

Kagoshima City Mayor/ OC Member  
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CHAPTER  

2. JAPAN and the THREE HOST CITIES 

 

 

 

2.1. JAPAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan is located west of the Pacific Ocean, and its population as of 2020, is about 126 million, 

making it the 11th populated country in the world.  

From the northern tip of Hokkaido to the Southern end of Okinawa, the country stretches roughly 

3000 km, with a climate ranging from subarctic in the north to subtropical in the south. For this 

climate range, Japan enjoys a diverse nature and this in turn has created a wide variety of 

history, tradition and culture within the country. In recent years, the country has become one of 

the favourite destinations for foreign tourists.  

The island of Kyushu, where the World Aquatics Masters Championships is hosted, is the third 

largest island in Japan. It is always brimming with energy, from the numerous volcanic mountains 

to the dynamic lives of its people.  

Located close to Tokyo and other Asian cities, it has opened its arms to diverse cultures for over 

1000 years. Here, one can experience the great nature, relax at one of the countless onsens (hot 

springs) and enjoy a warm welcoming atmosphere.  

 

For more information 

visit the JNTO (Japan National Tourism Organisation) website at  https://www.japan.travel/en/ 

写真提供 : 静岡県観光協会 
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2.2. FUKUOKA CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fukuoka City has played a vital role as a cross-cultural location between Japan and the continent 

for 2000 years, and has developed as an international and intercultural city. As a “Gateway to 

Asia”, it boasts itself as one of the most accessible cities in Japan, with Fukuoka Airport named as 

one of the busiest airports in the country, Hakata Port with its regular routes to Busan, South 

Korea and Hakata Station as the gateway to the Kyushu region.   

In addition to the many restaurants serving Fukuoka’s rich food culture among which include 

fresh fish, ramen, mizutaki, and motsunabe, such as the famous yatai (food stalls), the city core 

centred on the Hakata & Tenjin area is a compact region outfitted with modern urban functions 

and commercial facilities.  

For people keen on exploring traditional Fukuoka, “Hakata Old Town”, a cultural hub close to 

Hakata Station with temples and shrines clustered together and where a historical festival is held 

yearly, or historical cultural heritages such as the Fukuoka Castle and Korokan Ruins near Ohori 

Park may be of interest. Additionally, enjoying Fukuoka’s photogenic seaside from locations such 

as Shikanoshima Island, Kitazaki, or Futamigaura, is one of the highlights of visiting Fukuoka City.  

From Fukuoka City, it is possible to travel anywhere in the Kyushu region with ease using the 

Shinkansen bullet train or regular trains. In addition to many must-see spots such as onsen (hot 

springs) and locations showcasing the island’s natural beauty, Kyushu is home to a diverse line-

up of soul foods and local sake that travellers should definitely explore while they are in the 

area. 
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Welcome Message from Fukuoka City 

We are fully prepared to welcome the Masters’ participants from across the globe. The event, as 

well as the food, nature, history and culture of the region are here for you to enjoy! 

 

Tourist Attractions 

Hakata Old Town , Shikanoshima Island, Kitazaki Futamigaura, Fukuoka Tower, Ohori Park, 

Fukuoka Castle & Korokan Ruins, Fukuoka City Museum, Fukuoka Art Museum, Fukuoka Asian Art 

Museum, public art, Hakata Gion Yamakasa (a festival with approximately 800 years of history 

and registered as an UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, held from 1–15 July anually) 

 

Local Specialties 

Hakata Ramen (bowl of noodle in a rich, pork based soup),  

Mizutaki (hot pot dish made with chopped chickens and vegetables),  

Motsunabe (hot pot dish made with offal meat and vegetables),  

Hakata Udon (thick noodle made from wheat flour),  

Yakitori (glazed chicken skewers),  

Karashimentaiko (salted cod roe seasoned with red pepper) 

 

Local Craftworks 

Hakata Ori (high quality, silk woven goods), Hakata Dolls (unglazed porcelain dolls), Hakata 

Magemono (small containers made from cedar boards), Takatori Ware (pottery ware unique to the 

region),  

 

For more information, visit the following websites:  

Fukuoka City Guide YOKANAVI 

Official Fukuoka Sightseeing Information Website   

https://yokanavi.com/en/ 

 

【Information on facilities offering hands-on cultural workshops and restaurants that are actively 

encouraging tourist customers】 

The Fukuoka Experience (gourmet)  

https://fukuoka-experience.jp/gourmet 

The Fukuoka Experience (cultural workshops) 

https://fukuoka-experience.jp/activities 

 

【Recommended tourist destinations in Kyushu for foreign tourists】  

FUKUOKA JAPAN STORIES ＆ GUIDE  https://fukuoka-kyushu-travel.com/  
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2.3. KUMAMOTO CITY 

 

Kumamoto City is rich in nature, blessed with pure groundwater and abundant greens.  Located in 

the heart of Kyushu island, it is the focal city of the region, and prides its traditional culture as 

well as the excellent historical heritages, including the famous Kumamoto Castle. The Castle, rising 

in the centre of the city, was severely damaged by the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, but it has been 

gradually restored and has become the symbol of reconstruction among citizens and tourists. 

The City also boasts its agricultural and marine products. With its nature and tradition, Kumamoto 

City is constantly developing as the hub city of Kyushu region.   

 

Welcome Message from Kumamoto City 

In holding this grand Event, the three cities of Kumamoto, Kagoshima and Fukuoka have jointly 

made preparations for athletes and tourists visiting from home and abroad. Here in Kumamoto, 

water polo matches are to be held. Filled with excitement and energy, these matches are sure to 

arise sensation among the spectators. We hope you will enjoy the games, cheer the athletes and 

feel the rising momentum of the World Aquatics Masters Championships. We also hope that the 

Event will be an opportunity for the three cities to further increase their attractive features, 

leading to a wider range of visitors who will create lively atmospheres. 
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Tourist Attractions 

Kumamoto Castle, Sakura-no-Baba Josaien, Suizenji Jojuen Garden, Ueki Onsen (Hot spring), 

Gohyakurakan/Reigando (Sacred place within Unganzenji Temple, located west of Kumamoto 

City), Shopping arcades of Kamitori, Shimotori and Shinshigai. Kumamon Square 

 

Local Specialities 

Kumamoto ramen, Taipiien (Vermicelli soup originating in China), Karashi Renkon (Mustard-

stuffed lotus root), Hitomoji-no-guruguru (boiled green onions tied into knots, served  

with spicy mustard and miso sauce), Dagojiru (hot soup with dumplings  

and vegetables), Ikinari Dango (sweet dumplings with slices of sweet  

potatoes and red bean paste) 

 

Local Craftworks 

Higo Inlay (Engraving intricate designs to iron and inlaying them with  

Silver or gold), Kawashiri knives, Higo Temari and Higo Mari (both  

ornamental thread balls), Higo Koma (spinning top) 

 

For more information, visit the following website:  

Kumamoto City Tourism Official Guide  

https://kumamoto-guide.jp/en/ 

 

 

【Kumamoto City Tourism】  

Kumamoto City Walking Travel Brochure   

https://kumamoto-guide.jp/files/ab714bb3-4504-42d0-bf44-a2ba8407ecf2.pdf 
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2.4. KAGOSHIMA CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Kagoshima City is close to the heart of Kagoshima Prefecture which is located in the southern tip 

of Kyushu Island. The city is home to about 600, 000 residents. 

Sakurajima, the volcanic island which floats in Kinko Bay, is famous as the symbol of Kagoshima, 

and its view from Kagoshima City is said to resemble that of Mt. Vesuvius seen from the Italian 

port of Naples, the city’s sister city. This is why Kagoshima City is often referred to as “Naples of 

the Orient". Even across the world, there are not many cities with around 600,000 residents 

living only a short four kilometres away from an active volcano that continues to erupt.  

Located only about one hour away from Fukuoka City by Shinkansen bullet train, Kagoshima City 

boasts so many tourist attractions; picturesque scenes centred around Sakurajima and Kinko Bay, 

always filled with the beauty of abundant nature, hot springs located within the city for everyone 

to enjoy, Satsuma cuisine offering a variety of dishes unique to the region, to name just a few.  

 

Welcome Message from Kagoshima City 

All three cities are more than thrilled to welcome visitors from all over the world. This is a great 

opportunity for every Masters participant to enjoy the whole of Kyushu, and we hope that you 

would visit not only your venue but also other cities to experience the charm of the region. 
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Tourist Attractions 

Sakurajima (Sakurajima Visitor Center, Yunohira Observatory, etc.), Sengan-en (a traditional 

garden and stately home of the Shimadzu family), Shiroyama Observatory and Shiroyama 

Promenade, Tenmonkan (downtown Kagoshima) 

 

Local Specialities 

Kurobuta (Black pork or Berkshire) pork and Kuroushi (Black beef) cuisines, Imo-shochu (liquor 

made from sweet potatoes), Kagoshima Ramen, Shirokuma (shaved ice), Karukan (sweet made of 

high-quality yam)  

 

Local Craftworks 

Authentic Oshima Tsumugi (hand-woven silk fabric), Satsumayaki pottery, Satsuma Kiriko cut 

glass, Satsuma Suzuki tin ware  

 

For more information, visit the following website:  

Kagoshima City Tourism Guide https://www.kagoshima-yokanavi.jp/en   

 

 

 

Kagoshima Fan App “WAKU WAKU” 

Let’s make Kagoshima more fun!! This app provides recommendations about Kagoshima City. 

Members of the app are gifted with a point present equivalent to ¥500 which can be used at 

affiliated stores.  

The app comes with a translation service for four written languages (English, Korean, Traditional 

Chinese, and Simplified Chinese).  

Please download the app using the following QR code.  

 

 

 

 

  


